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HEMEEEEA |

| support the continue licensing to the Commercial Radio and R E & for the following

reasons :
1. Positive competition is good to HK which is a free market.
2. HK people can have more choice of entertainment.
3. Both 2 radios run quite good, esp. Commercial Radio (CR) can allow different
voices in the community, and this gives balancing views o us. | think one of the roles of
mass media should play a role to supervise government departments, and CR plays a
good role in this. Some of the programmes invite many good and wise intellect to
comment and give views, like YEBRTR.
4. Since then, | totally agree to continue licence to the 2 radios and let them have the
present and existing mode.

Should you have any enquiry, pl contact me through email.
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Public Hearing on the Renewal of the Analogue Sound Broadcasting Licences of
Hong Kong Commercial Broadcastirig Company Limited
and Metro Broadcast Corporation Limited
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Whereas I completely understand that the English services of both the licensees are what
Monty Python would describe as, “a contractual obligation”, they really could do
something to promote the better use of English in the SAR.

Even the mainland government recognises the need for better English and is teaching
every school child in China English. In Hong Kong the broadcast media inflicts poor
programming, diction and no education.

Commercial Radio provides AM864, which plays by far the better music of the two
services, and sounds like it has the better computer running it too. But at the top of the
hour they open their mouth and sound like they have pulled some newspaper delivery
boy, who was passing, off his bike and got him to read the news. Does this teach people
with poor English to improve and does it hold on to people screaming at poor
pronunciation. 1 don’t expect BBC Radio 4 news readers, I don't even expect the English
delivery to rise to the standards of CNN. Thailand, a country in which English is not an
official language has better English broadcasting than Hong Kong, and if you have ever
listened to that countries radio you would understand what a damming criticism that is.

A read at a speed that makes it possible to follow what is being said .and some emphasis
would help.

Metro Plus may well provide an entertainment service for the disparate non Chinese
communities in Hong Kong, but as a service in general, it is severely lacking. Shouldn't it
contain some information? Does “"PTS in The Mix"” count as English programming?

These services appear to be viewed by the licensees as expenditure with no income and
so expend little effort in filling the void. No time researching and producing material to
even provide 30 second items that could be reused throughout the day. I know they
have less adverts than ATV World, a singular feat, but that is down to their inability to
seil spots, based on their inability to attract an audience due to poor programming.

If the standard of English in Hong Kong is to be improved there should be a good
example set by broadcasters. There are Hong Kong broadcastérs who speak English in a
standard manner but they may cost money to employ.

If the broadcasting authority is not prepared to ensure that the broadcasters fulfil their
obligations with meaningful English programming then they should remove this clause

from the licence and put English commercial broadcasting in Hong Kong out of its
misery.

Any service that is 93.9% music is not English broadcasting, it's a juke box. Simply Red
Tears for Fears, and The Monkees are not English programming.

Most of my comments are based on listening to AM864 because 1 really cannot stand
listening to Metro Plus long enough to offer any constructive comments. But the
comments at the public meeting I attended, and spoke at, centred around claims that
Commercial Radio was so unpopular and should have its licence renewal declined. I think
the fact that 90% of the comments centred on CR and Metro was only mentioned by two



professed fans, indicates that CR is not that unpopular and has the listeners. One
speaker claimed he had been forced to listen to a programme. He was not forced to
listen, he did so by choice and if he did not want to listen to CR, he would not, and CR’s
audience would fail and their income would drop.

These stations are not monopolies in an age of digital broadcasting and the internet, The
audience can vote with their feet and if CR has a high audience then it should continue.
As its English service has low audience, maybe it should go.
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